IV
AFTER his release from prison in July, 1908, Mussolini began to write for II Pensiero Romagnolo, the Forli republican weekly. He published a long essay on Nietzsche, entitled 'The Philosophy of Force/ This was more a description and exposition of Nietzsche's principal ideas than a confession of his own personal reactions to them ; but it showed that he was aware of the principal intellectual currents in contemporary Europe. The superb conception of the (i superman/' said Mussolini, is Nietzsche's " great creation/' suggested .perhaps by the " tedium vita ... of our life, of life as it goes on in contemporary civilised societies where irremediable mediocrity triumphs at the expense of plant-man."
It is a curious fact that, after the Fascist ' March on Rome/ Nietzsche's sister Elizabeth,.
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